The Iraqi Declaration of Independence from the USA 
Hamid S. Atiyyah, Ph.D. 


The American Declaration of Independence (July 4 th , 1776) asserts the 
‘right’ and ‘duty’ of mankind, and not only the American people, to 
throw off a government “when a long train of abuses and usurpations 
..evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism.” The U.S. 
occupation of Iraq and its continuous interference in its affairs bear many 
similarities to these abuses and usurpations that led the American people 
to reject continued submission to the British Crown in the eighteenth 
century. In accordance with the words and spirit of the American 
Declaration of Independence, the Iraqi people, being part of mankind, 
have the right and duty to seek total independence from the U.S. 
government. This independence would not be real and complete unless 
there is a total withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq, the cessation of U.S. 
pressures on the Iraqi government to ratify a security treaty with the U.S. 
allowing the presence of U.S. forces on Iraqi soil indefinitely and the 
establishment of balanced relations between the two countries based on 
international standards for diplomatic relations between sovereign and 
independent states. 

The following facts are presented in support of the Iraqi Declaration of 
Independence from the U.S.: 

- The U.S. government justified its occupation of Iraq in 2003 on claims 
that the Iraq regime possessed undisclosed weapons of mass destruction 
and had links with international terrorism. These claims have hence 
proven to be untrue. 

- The U.S. administration of occupied Iraq abolished the Iraqi army and 
security forces without providing adequate protection for the safety of 
Iraqi citizens and their properties. The resulting state of chaos encouraged 
wide-scale looting and destruction of private and public properties 
including the Baghdad museum that housed relics of the oldest 
civilizations in the world. 

- The U.S. government turned Iraq into a battle zone with the Al-Qaida 
terrorists. President Bush in one of his speeches challenged the terrorists 
to a showdown in Iraq. 

- The U.S. forces in Iraq failed to secure Iraqi borders allowing thousands 
of terrorists to freely enter Iraq. As a result, hundreds of thousands of 
innocent Iraqi civilians violently died in attacks committed by Al-Qaida 
terrorists. 

- The U.S. forces of occupation in Iraq repatriated Saudi nationals who 
committed acts of terrorism in Iraq. 



- The U.S. forces launched numerous attacks on targets which the U.S. 
forces considered to be ‘terrorist’ but turned out to be innocent civilians. 
The extralegal immunity granted to U.S. forces allowed perpetrators of 
these attacks to escape just retribution. 

- The U.S. occupation forces in Iraq offended the dignity of the Iraqi 
people by conducting random searches of their homes and did not respect 
their religious and cultural identity by forcibly entering mosques and 
other places of worship. 

- The U.S. forces of occupation captured tens of thousands of Iraqis 
including women and children on suspicion of terrorism or for simply 
resisting the occupation. These prisoners were interned in special prisons 
administered by U.S. forces and denied basic legal rights accorded to 
them by Iraqi, American and international laws. 

- The U.S. forces of occupation, and contrary to international and 
American laws, used torture in interrogating Iraqi prisoners in Abu 
Ghraib and other places of internment. 

- The U.S. forces of occupation conducted secret negotiations with armed 
factions and ratified agreements with some of them without the 
participation and consent of the Iraqi government and parliament. 

- The U.S. forces of occupation enlisted the services of private security 
companies to work in Iraq and granted them immunity from prosecution. 
Scores of innocent civilians lost their lives at the hands of these 
mercenaries. 

- The U.S. administration in Iraq, and instead of supporting the cause of a 
modern democratic system in this country, was instrumental in 
establishing a political system on the bases of ethnic and sectarian 
loyalties. This form of government has intensified rivalries and 
animosities among Iraqi groups and encouraged wide-scale sectarian 
violence and fostered nepotism and corruption in public organizations. 

- The U.S. occupation administration has admitted that it has not 
succeeded in establishing an effective domestic Iraqi army and security 
forces after years of intensive training and expenditure of billions of 
dollars. 

- The U.S. administration has so far failed to deliver on its promises to the 
Iraqi people to rebuild their country, develop their economy, improve 
public services and provide employment for the millions of unemployed 
Iraqis. 

- The U.S. administration, and in spite of its repeated denials, is believed 
to have occupied Iraq for the sake of controlling its oil and exploiting its 
strategic location at the expense of the interests of Iraqi people. 

- The U.S. administration exerted pressures on the Iraqi government and 
parliament to approve constitutional amendments and laws such as 



amending the law banning employment of partisans of the old regime in 
public offices. 

- The U.S. administration conducted secret negotiations with the Iraqi 
government over the terms of a long-term comprehensive security 
agreement to permit the establishment of U.S. bases in Iraq and allow 
them unrestrained freedom of action. Many Iraqis consider this agreement 
a major violation of Iraqi sovereignty and independence. 

In view of all of these facts, I, being an Iraqi citizen, put my signature to 
this Declaration of Independence of Iraq from the U.S. I also ask all Iraqi 
people to sign this Declaration and call upon freedom-loving Americans 
and all peoples to support the Iraqi people in demanding the 
unconditional withdrawal of American and coalition forces from Iraq and 
empowering the Iraqi people to exercise their right to self-rule. 
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